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Finest make Marine’s 
last days better
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Make that vote count
Did long lines, overtime 
— whatever — keep you from 
voting last time around? A 
Cobble Hill English professor 
may have a fi x. He’s invented a 
system to let voters cast ballots 
anywhere in the state.    
 Brooklyn Diary, Page 3

Spin City
After surveying 25,000 city 
residents, the Bloomberg 
administration concluded that 
85% of respondents think city 
services rate high marks, which 
immediately made all New 
Yorkers suspicious.

                        Editorial, Page 6

Holiday train show
The Polar Express, the Brooklyn 
Bridge, Metro-North commuter 
trains and city subways. They’re 
all part of the New York Transit 
Museum’s Grand Central 
Terminal Holiday Train show. 
Check ’em out.          Pages 10-11

Asylum application real?
Immigration expert Allan 
Wernick tells a permanent 
resident who entered as an 
asylee and then visited his home 
country several times that a 
naturalization examiner may ask 
if his original asylum application 
was genuine. 
 Immigration, Page 12

Hair . . . today!
Looking for a new holiday ’do, 
but want to have some dough 
left to buy gifts? Visit one of 
these great salons and get your 
hair done without busting your 
budget.       Page 14

AT A GLANCE

Denis Hamill

Your 32-page
special local newspaper from 

 BY RACHEL MONAHAN
WANT TO help a poor Brooklyn family 
without leaving your desk?

Instead of “adopting” a child or-
phaned by AIDS in South Africa or a 
Honduran boy whose parents live on 
$3.50 a day, you can now “adopt” a 
family in need — on a Web site.

A Bedford-Stuyvesant food pantry 
has teamed with the Web charity Fam-
ily-to-Family to ensure local families 
have enough to eat.

“I was excited to know that someone 
really cared about me and my family,” 
said Sharon Cooper, 44, of Bedford-
Stuyvesant, who works two jobs, but 

still relies on the BedStuy Campaign 
Against Hunger food pantry on Ful-
ton St.

Through Family-to-Family, Stepha-
nie Hinkaty of Hastings-on-Hudson 
has been sending $25 a month to the 
pantry to make sure Cooper’s family 
can pick up groceries there.

“This was a real personal connec-
tion, instead of sending $25 to some 
organization to do whatever with it,” 
said Hinkaty, 36, who moved from 
Cobble Hill with her husband and two 
young children last year.

The 10-year-old  pantry faces a grow-
ing demand for help. Last month, it  pro-

vided food for a record 9,531 families   
— which was  60% above average.

To make sure it doesn’t have to 
turn away people, as it did early last 
summer, the pantry’s director, the Rev. 
Melony  Samuels, has turned to Fam-
ily-to-Family.

Launched by Westchester mom 
Pam Koner in 2003, Family-to-Family 
began operating as do many interna-
tional-aid nonprofi ts, asking families 
who could afford it to commit to a 
small monthly donation to sponsor 
American families in need.

It focused exclusively on the poor 
in rural U.S. areas — until Samuels 

convinced Koner there was real need 
much closer to home.

“She called me and said, ‘We 
have families who don’t have food.’ I 
kept thinking about her,” Koner said. 
“Even in New York, where there’s 
vast amounts of resources . . . she 
was turning people away. I wanted to 
do something.”

Since the summer, Family-to-Family 
has matched 10 donor families in its 
network to 10 families in Brooklyn.

The sponsors contribute $25 a 
month so recipients can shop at the 
pantry.

Aid program creates personal links

Continued on Page 4

Oh my Gersh!

PAGE 24

Senior’s 300 fuels
Tottenville’s title

Families ‘adopting’ families
Aid t l li k

Hastings-on-Hudson residents Stephanie and Chris 
Hinkaty, with kids Sabine, 4, and Mira, 2 (l.), have 
“adopted” Sharon Cooper and her kids, daughter Kiyana 
and son Kijah, of Bed-Stuy through the Family-to-Family 
project. The Hinkatys donate $25 a month so Cooper can 
shop at the BedStuy Campaign Against Hunger pantry.
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A happy return
PAGE 29

EXTENDED

HOURS

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY:
8AM-11PM

EXTENDED

HOURS

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY:
8AM-11PM

#1 TOYOTA CERTIFIED DEALER IN THE 5 BOROUGHS**

Prices incl. all costs to be paid by consumer except tax, title, MV fees. Prices incl. all manufacturer rebates & incentives. Must have 700+ credit score to take advantage of financing offers.
^*Payments accrue after 90 days; must have Tier 1 – Tier 2 TFS approval; on select certified pre-owned Toyotas. See dealer for complete details. ‡Must have 721+ FICA score to qaul.
Offers cannot be combined. See dealer for complete details. **According to Toyota national sales of July 2008. *Avail on Honda certified Pilot. †Must finance thru dealer. All credit subject
to approval. Photos for illustration purposes only. Not resp. for typos, errors or omissions. DMV #7084361, NYC DCA #0763134. Offer expires 3 days after publication.

1•888•332•9944CALL
TOLL FREE

SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-9,  • Fri & Sat 9-7, Sun 11-5

Visit Us @ PlazaAutoMall.com For Additional Savings.

BAD CREDIT

NO CREDIT

SLOW CREDIT

1•888•655•1198
OVER 1500 VEHICLES

TO CHOOSE FROM

ALL CREDIT SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

BY PRIMARY LENDING SOURCE

CALL NOW!

✓
✓
✓

2721 Nostrand Ave at Kings Highway, Brooklyn

Plaza Toyota

0.9%NO
PAYMENTSUNTIL FEB.1ST 2009^

FINANCING 
up to 36 mos*

APR

3.9%
FINANCING 

up to 66 mos*

APR

As Low AsStandard text-messaging rates apply 

$750
BONUS ON ALL TRADES!

Trade value based on Galves Book value. One trade/coupon per family.

AN
EXTRA

4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c,
p/s/ABS/winds/lks, cd,

alloys, 57K mi.
Stk#T29874U.

$8995
†

Buy
For

Or 
Own it
for

$129
‡

WITH $995 DOWN @ 8.9% APR + TAX & TAGS. TTL PYMTS $9288

PER MO. 
72 MOS.

2007 CHRYSLER  

PACIFICA    
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/

mirrs/lks, cd, sunroof, equipped! 33K mi.
Stk#UT4307.

$13,395
†

2007 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4   
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/

mirrs/lks, cd, tilt, cruise,
33K mi. Stk#U24404.

$13,395
†

2006 NISSAN 

ALTIMA  
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/ABS/

mirrs/seats, cd/cass, alloys, airbags,
a/s tires, 27K mi. Stk#UT4318.

$13,395
†

2006 HONDA

CR-V LX 4WD
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks,

cd, sunroof, ONLY 8K mi.
Stk#283274U.

$16,895
†

2008 NISSAN 

MAXIMA
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, cass/cd,

sunrf, leather, airbags, alarm, a/s
tires, 22K mi. Stk#UT4247.

$19,495
†

2007 CHEVY

EXPRESS VAN 
4 Dr, 8 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks,
cd, airbags, 12 passenger, LIKE NEW!

9K mi. Stk#429288U.
$14,995

†

2007 NISSAN 

MURANO       
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/ABS/winds/

lks/seats, cd/cass, sunrf, alloys, airbags,
a/s tires, 26K mi. Stk#UT4234.

$16,750
†

2006 NISSAN 

QUEST
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c,

p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs/seats, cass/cd,
airbags, alloys, a/s tires, 22K mi.

Stk#UT4249U.

$14,995
†

2003 TOYOTA

CAMRY
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/
winds/lks, cass/cd, a/s tires,

58K mi. Stk#T29874U.
$9995

†

2006 HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, cd, dual

airbags, 15K mi. Stk#UT4395U.$9995
†

2003 HONDA

CIVIC
2 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b, cd, dual

airbags, 32K mi. Stk#428139X.$10,495
†

2003 TOYOTA     

CAMRY

4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/ABS/winds/lks,
leather, alloys, loaded! 15K mi. Stk#UT4357.

2008 
TOYOTA AVALON
$20,995

†

2007 
TOYOTA CAMRY SE
$19,675

†

HONDA • ACURA • TOYOTA • HYUNDAI • CERTIFIED

2007 CHEVY

HHR    
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c,

p/s/b/winds/lks/seats, airbags,
a/s tires, 25K mi. Stk#UT4297.

$8975
†

2007 DODGE

CARAVAN
4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c,

p/s/b/winds/lks/seats, cass/cd, alloys,
a/s tires, 30K mi. Stk#UT4327.

$11,795
†

4 Dr, 6 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/winds/lks, cd, sunrf,
alloys, spoiler, loaded! 25K mi. Stk#UT4183.

2007 
TOYOTA PRIUS
$19,995

†
Hybrid, 4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/

winds/lks, airbags, 37K mi. Stk#UT4342.

2005 NISSAN 

ALTIMA
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c,

p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cass/cd, leather,
a/s tires, 36K mi. Stk#UT4321.

$12,495
†

2006 FORD 

FUSION
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/

winds/lks/seats, cass/cd,
a/s tires, 21K mi. Stk#UH901.

$12,995
†

2005 TOYOTA 

MATRIX
4 Dr, 4 cyl., auto, a/c, p/s/b/

winds/lks/seats, cd, dual airbags,
48K mi. Stk#T29905SU.

$12,995
†
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